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The 2016 SAA(NZ) conference was organised by the sociology department at Massey 

University.  It was held at the East Pier Hotel, Ahuriri, Napier, Hawkes Bay, from November 

22 – 24.  The decision to host the conference off campus, was given that the idea was 

warmly received as something different for us to do, and we believed it would provide an 

opportunity for people to be more engaged in the conference as everyone is away from their 

usual residence or work place, and hence perhaps have less distractions.  The venue was 

one that specialise in conferences, and as such all went smoothly, with catering and the 

conference dinner also being provided by the East Pier Hotel. 

Two keynote speakers took part in the conference: Dr Michael Carolan from Colorado State 

University, and the Hon. Steve Maharey, the outgoing Vice-Chancellor of Massey University.  

As well as these speakers, there were three invited panellists, two from Massey University: 

Dr April Bennett and Dr Mike Joy, as well as Prof. Nicola Gaston from the University of 

Auckland.  These speakers each addressed in their own way with respect to each of their 

work, the matter of situating the ‘social’ in science.  Four of the attending postgraduate 

students were also invited to take part in a panel session which opened day two of the 

conference: Jordan King (University of Auckland), Marita Leask (Victoria University), Naoise 

McDonagh (University of Auckland), and Stella Pennell (Massey University).  Maharey, and 

our postgraduate session panellists each spoke to aspects of the conference theme in 

relation to sociology and the future of the discipline, whereas Carolan drew on various case 

studies involving food and social practice as a way to think about future food possibilities.    

Altogether there were 90 conference attendees (excluding invited keynotes and panellists).  

Of these 90 individuals, 43 were students. Approximately 30 individuals attended the 

postgraduate workshop afternoon which was held on the 22nd of November.  Marita Leask 

and Stella Pennell, SAA(NZ) student representatives, did an excellent job of organising the 

workshops, including the running of a two-minute thesis competition, which received seven 

entries.  This competition was won by Kalym Lipsey (Massey University) who received $200, 

with runner up going to Haezreena Begum Abdul Hamid who received $50.  These prizes as 

well as five awards of $50 each for best students abstract were sponsored by SAA(NZ); the 

five recipients of the best student abstract awards went to: Haezreena Begum Abdul Hamid 

(Victoria University), Katy Falcous (University of Otago), Moeata Keil (University of 

Auckland), Jordan King (University of Auckland), and Stella Pennell (Massey University). 

The budgeting and website was all organised via Massey University, and has all gone very 

smoothly.  While the final accounts have not yet been reconciled, we are in a healthy 

position, and will be able to the $1000 to SAANZ, along with some surplus funds.  Our 

biggest expense for the conference was the catering, which included coffee on arrival, 

morning and afternoon teas, as well as buffet lunches ($8,560), followed by venue (including 

equipment) hire ($2750). 

By all accounts, at least as far as we are aware, the conference went well, and there has 

been a lot of positive feedback.  The East Pier Hotel staff were excellent, and we had some 



fantastic helpers in attendance at the conference who also contributed to it running smoothly 

(thanks Karen and Kalym). 

One of the greatest advantages to having the conference located where it was, it that there 

was beautiful sea views from each of the presentation rooms, and there were wonderful 

sunny and hot days.  In a way these factors were also issues that needed to be grappled 

with: it was easy to be distracted by gazing outside at the view and people wandering by, 

and the air conditioning could barely keep up with keeping rooms cool at times.  In the big 

scheme of things though, these are probably not major worries to have had! 

A stand out feature of this conference is arguably the presence and inspiration offered by our 

students and early career researchers.  It was heartening to see such a strong presence of 

students, who bring with them a raft of skills and critical insights into the world we inhabit, 

and what it is becoming.  

 

 


